Seed Yield
(Ibs/acre) 800

Second Year Results Summary

In 1991, the portion of the field planted
to CUF 101 yielded an average of 1422 lbs./ac.
The WL 605 section yielded 1270 lbs./ac. This
year, there were no significant differences in
yield between any of the treatments.

The trial area was irrigated only once in
the spring (5/25/91), and no differences
between treatments were observed in bloom or
maturation. Since the trial is located over a
shallow water table, differences in water use
efficiency are difficult to detect once roots tap
into the subsurface water supply. All
treatments remained green and lush
throughout the summer. This condition is not
optimum for pollination by honey bees, but
since leafcutter bees were used to pollinate in
1991, high yields were obtained despite the
growing conditions. I believe the more
aggressive pollination by the leafcutter bees
overcame any differences due to spacing that
might have been observed with honey bees.

There was low pest pressure this season,
especially early in the year. High lygus
pressure is thought to have a more negative
impact on the solid plantings compared to the
spaced plantings since pesticide coverage
would be less in dense foliage. In thicker
stands, under high pest pressure, more
stripping might have been observed.
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COST SHEET UPDATE
The "current” alfalfa seed production cost sheet is 6
years old. I need 5 growers who would be willing to
meet with me once or twice to help update information
regarding cultural practices, equipment needs, and
timing of operations. Please call me if you are able to
help out (209) 488-3285.
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